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The research is proposed to analyze the social aspects in An Enemy of the People 
drama. The major problem in this article is to explain how the social problem reflected in An 
Enemy of the People drama. The object of the study is An Enemy of the People drama written 
by Henrik Ibsen. Qualitative study is a method which is used to analyze the sociological 
aspects reflected in the drama. The result of this study is Henrik Ibsen shows the social 
condition of Norway. Although Norway in nineteenth century was  including progresive 
country, Henrik Ibsen also criticized the goverment for controlling the society and ruling as 
the majority to the minority. 
 









A. Introduction  
An enemy of the people is written by Henrik Ibsen. It is appeared in 1882. An 
Enemy of the People presents a complex analysis of society and class. The play shows 
the champion one class over another in this matter is the minority ruled by the upper 
class. It presents how the upper class as they try to rule the minority or even the 
struggles of the hardworking poor. Instead, the play takes all levels of society to task. 
In the end, it's not economic inequality that is highlighted in the play. The play 
proposes that the main problem with society is that it's run by the majority, people 
who have power in the community or society. 
 Like all of Ibsen's plays, An Enemy of the People was originally written in 
Norwegian and is full of untranslatable wordplay. Specifically, a number of the 
character's titles exist only in Norwegian bureaucracy. For the sake of clarity, in 
this SparkNote, Peter Stockmann is referred to as the mayor, Morten Kiil is Mrs. 
Stockmann's adoptive father, and Hovstad is editor of the People's Herald. 
Henrik Ibsen was born on March 20, 1828, in the town of Skien. His father, 
a businessman, went bankrupt when Ibsen was 8, a shattering blow to the family. 
Ibsen left home at 15, spending the next six, difficult years as a pharmacist's 
assistant in Grimstad, where he wrote his first play. In 1850 he moved to 
Christiania (Oslo) to study. In 1851 he became resident dramatist, later director, of 
a new theater in Bergen. Although he never became a good director and his plays 
were mostly unsuccessful, the year’s in Bergen gave him invaluable experience in 
practical stagecraft (http//www.biography.com). 
Sociology is a branch of social science that study on the interaction 
between people as an individual and people in the society and people behavior in 
society. Sociology is the essentially the scientific, objective study of man in 
society, the study of social institution, and of social processes (Laurenson and 
Swingewood, 1972: 11). Sociology has large scope of social phenomena such as 
cultural system, environment, criminality, religion, family, education, social 
networks, and literature. Since sociology focuses on the social phenomena, 
sociology talks about how people interact with other in the society, what kind of 
problems that may occur as the consequence of the interaction among them, and 
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how they solve the problems. This study will change along with the development 
of the people which become its object as Siahaan states that sociology is the 
reflection of the condition of society which changes and theories are produced as 
the result of it (Murdiyatmoko, 2007:14). 
The first previous study is by Mordecai Roshwald (2004). A new critical 
edition of novel entitled The Alienated Moralist in An Enemy of the People. 
Roshwald concludes that the doctor is a defiant and militant moralist. He believes 
that  he  is  true  and  the  people  are  wrong. Consequently  he  suffers  for  his  
independent and  unbending  stand,  is  not  an  unfamiliar phenomenon, whether in 
the annals of human history  or  in  the  experience  of  contemporary societies.   
Second, CandraBagusSantoso (2008) by  his  research  paper  Making  
Meaningful choices in ibsen’s An  Enemy  Of  The  People Drama  (1882):  An  
Existentialist  Criticism.  He focused in how the actor makes a meaningful choice 
in  his  problem.  Candra shows whatactors do to finish some problem with the 
government in his city. He uses an existentialist criticism to analyze this drama. 
The third literature review is from Marilyn Stasio. In his journal he discusses 
the plot of the drama.  Marilyn also explains about An Enemy of the People movie 
that will be play in Samuel J. Friedman Theater.  These main characters of the 
movie are Boyd Gaines as Dr. Thomas Stockmann and Richard Thomas as Peter 
Stockmann. The journal write by Anna WesterstahlStenport  in  titled  Global  
Ibsen: Performing multiple  Modernities and  Joan  Templeton  in titled Making the 
Theater Metter. In their journal they discuss about the life journey of the father of 
modern drama, Henrik Ibsen. In the journal explains some things which finished by 
Henrik Ibsen. Beside that Anna also proclaims that establish some social event to 
remindedHenrik Ibsen.  
The fourth previous study is by Terrance McConnel. The journal discusses 
Moral combat in an enemy of the people: Public health versus private interest, the 
journal discusses the Baths have been marketed as a health resort to lure visitors. 
Dr Stockmann alerts officials about the problem and assumes that they will close 
the Baths until it is corrected. He is met with fierce resistance, however. His 
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brother, the town's mayor, favors keeping the Baths open and correcting the 
problem gradually.  
The fifth previous study is by ERIC - Literature and Environmental Affairs 
Ibsen’s 'An Enemy of the People. ‘Journal of Environmental Education, 1983’. In 
this journal discusses rationale for using these works, focusing on Ibsen's "An 
Enemy of the People" (which parallels present problems in United States cities) as 
a valuable literary air to a better and easier understanding of environmental issues. 
(JN) 
The sixth previous study is by Anwarullah Bhuiyan, A. (2013). Quest for 
Administrative Ethics in An Enemy of the People. This article is related to the 
ethical problem that is faced by a public servant in his organization. It focuses on 
relevant ideas, such as definition and components of administrative ethics. The 
attempt is to find out an answer to the question: What would be the responsibility 
of a public servant? In order to spell out the answer to this question, the article 
focuses on some ideas such as virtue ethics, principle of duty, problem solving 
model and some form of democratic model. As a case study, I have chosen a play 
of Henrik Ibsen’s: AnEnemyofthePeople. It also examines the concept of whistle 
blowing in the context of the play. 
The seventh previous study is from Nurcahyani Retno Pambudi, (2014) 
“Struggle for Public Welfare in An Enemy of the People Drama (1882) by Henrik 
Ibsen: A Sociological Approach”. The research is proposed to analyze the social 
problem in An Enemy of the People drama. The major problem in this article is to 
explain how the social problem reflected in An Enemy of the People drama. The 
object of the study is An Enemy of the People drama written by Henrik Ibsen. 
Qualitative study is a method which is used to analyze the sociological problem 
reflected in the novel. The result of this study is Henrik Ibsen shows the social 
reality of Norway. Although Norway in  late  nineteenth  century  was  developing  
country,  Henrik  Ibsen  also  criticized  the  society  for ignoring the bad impact of 
the development public and physical environment. 
The eighth previous study is by Fatemeh ghafourinia, (2013) “The 
Individualism In Henrik Ibsen’s An enemy of The People”. This paper is a detailed 
study of Henrik Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People in the light ofindividualism. The 
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individuals’ freedom of thought, reasoning, expression and action have been 
disregarded in different ways by the prevailing “majority “in every society, 
particularly in Norway in the nineteenth century. The objective in this paper is to 
trace the struggles of the free individuals and the visionaries against tyranny of the 
majority through contextual analytical study of Dr. Thomas Stockmann, the 
individualist rebel hero in An Enemy of the People. 
 The nineth previous study is by Noorbakhsh Hooti, (2011) “The Battle 
between Responsibility and Manipulation in Henrik Ibsen’s “An Enemy of the 
People”. This study focuses on two concepts: Responsibilities and Manipulation, 
sense of responsibilities represented by Dr Stockman as the protagonist characters 
and sense of manipulation is represented by Peter Stockaman as the antagonist 
characters. Both characters use their ability to attack or survive at the fight. 
The similarity of the previous studies with the writer study is that they have 
same object of study that is Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People drama.  The  other  
author  write  about  the  life journey  of  Henrik  Ibsen  and  the  other  else about 
alienated and making meaningful choice in An Enemy of the People drama. 
Meanwhile, the writer focuses on the tyranny of the majority reflected at Henrik 
Ibsen’s an enemy of the people. The writer will use a sociological approach to 
analyze the drama. So, the title  of  the  study that will be conducted by the writer is 
The tyranny of the majority reflecteed at Henrik Ibsen’s An  Enemy  of  the  People  
(1882):  A  Sociological Approach. 
B. Research Method 
There are five elements in this research that should be taken into account in 
analyzing An Enemy of The people (1882) drama as follows: 
a. Type of the Study 
In this research the type of the study that is used by the writer is descriptive 
qualitative. Descriptive qualitative is a qualitative research in a descriptive data from 








b. Object of the Study 
The object of the study is the tyranny of majority reflected in An Enemy of The 
people (1882) drama written by Henrik Ibsen. It is analyzed by using sociological 
approach. 
c. Type of the Data and Data Source 
There are two kinds of data namely primary data and secondary data which are 
needed to do the research: 
a. Primary Data 
The primary data are the main data which consist of words, phrases, 
and sentences in the An Enemy of The people (1882) drama written by Henrik 
Ibsen. It is analyzed by using sociological approach..  
b. Secondary Data 
The secondary data are the supporting data taken from some references 
such as books, article, and internet which are containing information related to 
research.  
d. Technique of Collecting Data 
The technique used in analyzing data in the research as follows: 
1) Reading the script repeatedly. 
2) Taking notes of important information in primary and secondary data. 
3) Arranging the related data based on its classification. 
4) Analyzing the data based on sociological approach. 
5) Drawing the conclusion of the analysis. 
e. Technique of the Data Analysis 
The technique used in analyzing data is descriptive qualitative analysis. It 






C. Finding and Discussion 
The analyzing of the sociological analysis is divided into some aspects, they are 
social aspect, economic aspect, politic aspect, cultural aspect, religious aspect, and 
science in Norway. 
1. Social Aspect 
The social aspect In this drama, in Norway most people live in the town like 
other town in Europe they have a Mayor who leads the town, they also have 
newspaper the printing media, and other public service like public bath even the 
education building like university. In the town there are many people have different 
works, like scientist,teacher and even sailorman it shows that Norway in that time was 
modern society, people around it have particular jobs according to their skills.  
MRS. STOCKMANN    :[who sits knitting] Do you sail soon, Captain Horster?  
HORSTER :I expect to be ready to sail next week.  
MRS. STOCKMANN    :I suppose you are going to America? (Act 1, Page 18) 
 
PETRA.    :Yes, don't you suppose we have to teach them all sorts of things that we 
don't believe?  
BILLING:That is perfectly true.  
PETRA.    :If only I had the means, I would start a school of my own; and it would 
be conducted on very different lines. (Act 1, Page 24) 
 
DR. THOMAS STOCKMANN:A discovery of mine. [Walks up and down.] Just let 
them come saying, as usual, that it is all fancy and a crazy man's imagination! But they will be 
careful what they say this time, I can tell you!(Act 1, Page 25) 
 
Women position in Norway is important because they also support their 
husband what they’ll do and have right to give opinion, in Norway women are free to 
talk between men, they also have a job as important as men. According to  
 
MRS. STOCKMANN.    :Well, one would not give you credit for much 
thought for your wife and children today; if you had had that, you would not have 
gone and dragged us all into misfortune.  
DR. THOMAS STOCKMANN.   :Are you out of your senses, Katherine! 
Because a man has a wife and children, is he not to be allowed to proclaim the truth-
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is he not to be allowed to be an actively useful citizen--is he not to be allowed to do a 
service to his native town!(Act 3, page 93) 
 
 
MRS. STOCKMANN.    :Don't give in, Thomas. I will tell the boys to go 
with you. 
DR. THOMAS STOCKMANN.   :That is a splendid idea!  
MRS. STOCKMANN.   :Morten will be delighted; and Ejlif will do 
whatever he does.  
DR. THOMAS STOCKMANN.   :Yes, and Petra!--and you too, Katherine!  
MRS. STOCKMANN.    :No, I won't do that; but I will stand at the window 




PETRA.    :Yes, don't you suppose we have to teach them all sorts of things that we 
don't believe?  
BILLING:That is perfectly true.  
PETRA.    :If only I had the means, I would start a school of my own; and it would 
be conducted on very different lines. (Act 1, Page 24) 
 
 
(Fauberg and Hogan 2004:54) Emigration from Norway to the United States 
dates back to the early 1800s, when a group of Norwegian Quakers (a religious group) 
left Stavanger and found religious refuge in an area of New York close to Lake 
Ontario. Many friends and family members from the southwestern area of Norway 
followed, especially after the Norwegians in America began to migrate to the 
Midwest, where economic opportunities were more abundant at the time. Emigration 
from Norway escalated rapidly during the 1860s, with most migrants coming from the 
rural areas of Norway. So united states is the country that aim most Norwegian 
society like in this drama when Dr. Stokmann decides want to go there. 
 
2. Political Aspect 
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In Norway there is an election and the society are part of that thing. They have 
right to join the election. In local politics in Norway as the writer knows in this drama 
the majority has powerful than the minority. The majority like government or a mayor 
or people have power in community they can “rule” the town from the minority. We 
can find that when Peter Stockmann as a Mayor against his own brother because his 
discovery disturb him from his seat as Mayor, the most we can find the political 
matter in Norway are between the majority and the minority, it explain how the 
minority struggle his rights and the minority rule the society with tyranny. According 
to (Locke, 2005: 65)andthe majority is the main subject the appeal of tyranny from 
past to present. Tyranny is the exercise of power to which nobody can have a right. 
That is what happenswhen someone employs the power he has in his hands, notfor the 
good of those who are under it but for his own privateindividual advantage. 
DR. THOMAS STOCKMANN.   :You may depend upon it--I shall name them! That 
is precisely the great discovery I made yesterday. [Raises his voice.] The most dangerous 
enemy of truth and freedom amongst us is the compact majority--yes, the damned compact 
Liberal majority--that is it! Now you know! [Tremendous uproar. Most of the crowd are 
shouting, stamping and hissing. Some of the older men among them exchange stolen glances 
and seem to be enjoying themselves. MRS. STOCKMANN gets up, looking anxious. EJLIF 
and MORTEN advance threateningly upon some schoolboys who are playing pranks. 
ASLAKSEN rings his bell and begs for silence. HOVSTAD and BILLING both talk at once, 
but are inaudible. At last quiet is restored.] (Act 4, Page 111) 
Money and power are things that never get away from politics as in this 
drama, the Mayor wants his power, he won’t his brother discovery disturbing his 
power from the city, so he turns against him and abuse his brother’s collegues to; also 
against the Doctor.In politics when we have power in certain society like organisation 
it means we have their polling as in this drama when Aslaksen becomes the leader in 
certain organisation.The Mayor excuses that the doctor discover is to occupy a 
superior official position, it’s kind of political strategy that used to attack the 
opponent in this case Dr. Stockmann..  
3. Economic Aspect 
 Norway uses pound for the currency. As other European country the people in 
Norway especially in this drama have many different jobs to make a living, such as a 
householder, a sciencetist, work on newspaper and a sailor because Norway also has 
shore for shipping industry and a bedger, which is why became the main income in 
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Norway. For that time Norway is progress country the income of this country get 
from many factors like shipping industry, timber and many else. 
PETER STOCKMANN   : At a provisional estimate, the alterations that the Medical 
Officer asserts to be desirable will cost somewhere about twenty thousand pounds. (Act 3, 
Page 87) 
 
DR. THOMAS STOCKMANN   :Pooh! Do you think the newly awakened 
lionhearted people are going to be frightened by an official hat? There is going to be a 
revolution in the town tomorrow, let me tell you. You thought you could turn me out; but now 
I shall turn you out-- turn you out of all your various offices. Do you think I cannot? Listen to 
me. I have triumphant social forces behind me. Hovstad and Billing will thunder in the 
"People's Messenger," and Aslaksen will take the field at the head of the whole Householders' 
Association—(Act 3, Page 96) 
 
4. Cultural Aspect 
The cultural aspect, people in Norway like other European country which has 
cold weather. The people love to drinking, especially alcohol to make their bodies 
keep warm. They also usually dance to celebrate something important with his 
collegues or their own family. All of those cultural are in this drama that we can find 
when many people gather around in Dr. Stockmann house to hear about the Doctor 
discovery. 
PETER STOCKMANN.   :Unfortunately I must go in a moment--  
DR. THOMAS STOCKMANN   :Rubbish! There is some  toddy  just coming in. 
You haven't forgotten the toddy, Katherine?  
MRS. STOCKMANN    :Of course not; the water is boiling now. [Goes into the 
dining-room.]  
PETER STOCKMANN   :Toddy too! (Act 1, Page 11) 
 
DR. THOMAS STOCKMANN   :Sit down here on the couch beside me, Captain 
Horster. We so seldom see you. Please sit down, my friends. [They sit down at the table. 
MRS. STOCKMANN brings a tray, with a spirit-lamp, glasses, bottles, etc., upon it.]  
MRS. STOCKMANN    :There you are! This is arrack, and this is rum, and this one 
is the brandy. Now every one must help themselves. (Act 1, Page 18) 
 
 
Besides all of those culture according to (Fauberg and Hogan 2004 : 58) 
Norway festivals are become the culture of the norwegian. The greatest festivals of 
Norway’s year fall on May 17, also called Syttende Mai, or Constitution Day. As 
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mentioned earlier,this date in 1814 marks the date of the adoption of the Norwegian 
constitution, written after the dissolution of the Denmark-Norway union and just 
before the Sweden-Norway union. Each May 17, Norwegians celebrate Constitution 
Day with multiple events. In the morning, the observances are typically solemn 
occasions, held at war memorials and in state churches. In the afternoon, the events 
turn to a more celebratory tone, when Norwegians recognize the occasion with 
hundreds of parades. 
The parades are joyful events that celebrate the people of Norway and the 
society they have created. They occur throughout the country, from tiny villages to 
sprawling Oslo. In each community, the parades are open to everyone, but they are 
planned by committees representing local associations and political parties. Of the 
various community organizations responsible for planning the parades, two of the 
most common are sports clubs and Christian religious groups. 
 
5. Religious Aspect 
The religious aspect of Norway, Norway has many church,  in this drama it 
can be see that they are Cristian, they also celebrate chrismast like other Cristian 
country in Europe. 
MORTEN KIIL    :Yes, I haven't got much money to throw away, I can tell you; but, 
if you can work this, I will give five pounds to a charity at Christmas. (Act 2, Page 37) 
 
Acoording to (Fauberg and Hogan 2004 : 58) the Norway cristian groups also 
join the parade that held once a year. The parades are joyful events that celebrate the 
people of Norway and the society they have created. They occur throughout the 
country, from tiny villages to sprawling Oslo. In each community, the parades are 
open to everyone, but they are planned by committees representing local associations 
and political parties. Of the various community organizations responsible for planning 
the parades, two of the most common are sports clubs and Christian religious groups. 
So, the writer concludes that there many people in Norway are still believe in God.  
 
6. Science and Technology Aspect 
The science and technology In that time in 19th century  not much technology 
but some of them are already invented like printer for newspaper.In Norway 
especially in this drama there are many people educated, like Dr. Stockmann, he is a 
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scientist who discovers the baths that are polluted by dangerous materials. In Norway 
the people are educated because they have different works and they also have a 
university. 
DR. THOMAS STOCKMANN.:Indeed I have been busy, Katherine. But here I had none of 
the necessary scientific apparatus; so I sent samples, both of the drinking-water and of the  
sea-water, up to  the University, to have an accurate analysis made by a chemist (Act 1, Page 
28) 
Norway is progressive country in that time their science and technology so 
progress  it shown all stuff that they already use like ship and newspaper.Their 
sciences are fantastic, they have university for educated people and also a scientist 
like Dr. Stockmann who discovery something important for the town. 
PETRA.    :Was that not your owner, Captain Horster?  
HORSTER.  :Yes, that was Mr. Vik the shipowner. (Act 4,Page 122) 
 
7. Conclusion  
And from the elaboration above the writer knows that in Norway all of aspects 
in sociological are complete, and from the discussion we know that Norway is 
progress country in that time. Through this drama, Ibsen wants to tell us the 
circumstances of society in Norway in 19th century, and by analizing the drama by 
using sociological approach to know the social aspect, economy aspect, cultural 
aspect, religious aspect, political aspect,  science and technology aspect.  
The tyranny of the majority which is reflected in An Enamy of the People 
drama makes the minority or the town be ruled by the majority because they have 
more power than minority and it is how the tyranny comes out, and Dr. Thomas 
Stockmann the medical officer of the baths and also as the minority tries to figure out 
the problem in the Government, but the fact the problem is the Mayor himself and the 
people who have power in society as the majority agaisnt the Doctor who tries to 
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